Datasheet for a data set
For reference purposes only. Not legal advice. Draft for review by a qualified professional.
How to use this template. Document where a data set came from and how it should and should not be used. Replace every [placeholder], delete guidance notes and have a qualified professional review the result. Template version 1.0, last reviewed 2026-10-03. Certainty: simplified.
Motivation
Why was the data set created and by whom?
[Enter your text here]
Composition
What does it contain? How many records? Does it include personal or sensitive data?
[Enter your text here]
Collection
How and when was it collected? Under what terms or consent?
[Enter your text here]
Preprocessing
What cleaning, labelling or filtering was done?
[Enter your text here]
Uses
What is it suitable for? What should it not be used for?
[Enter your text here]
Distribution
Who can access it and under what licence or terms?
[Enter your text here]
Maintenance
Who maintains it, how are errors fixed and how is it versioned?
[Enter your text here]
Certainty notes
· Simplified: a general starting point. Rules differ by region.
For reference purposes only. This site offers general guidance for learning and planning; it is not legal advice and creates no lawyer-client relationship. Rules change often, so check the primary sources and qualified counsel before you act.
